
From Psychophysics and Psychophysiology to Phenomenology of Perception: The Ontological and Epistemological Approach of Yrjo Reenpaa

From Psychophysics and Psychophysiology to Phenomenology of
Perception: The Ontological and Epistemological Approach of Yrjo
Reenpaa

An ontological and epistemological
approach used by a Finnish physiologist
and philosopher Yrjo Reenpaa (1894 
1976) for the analysis of the physical,
physiological and psychological entities in
perception is being reviewed towards the
background of his life work as the
professor of physiology in Helsinki
University. He based his own research on
the continental psychophysical tradition
and followed closely the developments in
psychophysiology in the post-war years. In
looking for ontological and epistemological
background for the entities involved in
perception research he found particularly in
Immanuel Kants transcendental approach
and in phenomenology of Edmund Husserl
and Martin Heidegger appropriate means to
deal with the entities involved. His own
experimental research, as briefly reviewed,
took place in the pre-war years. He wrote
his main philosophical papers and books in
the post-war years providing what can be
designated as a phenomenological theory
of perception.   The three authors are his
pupils and collaborators from his last years
in office in the Department of Physiology
of Helsinki University. Later they have
made their own careers in the fields of
clinical medicine and in linguistics.    
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experimental psychology and psychophysiology, as he  perspective on sensory experience and problems of perception in
general.         
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