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1877 edition. Excerpt: ...was he to carry
out in good faith any pledges of his own or
of the party which had elected him. This
unheralded and, for the moment,
unexpected announcement of the Executive
purpose startled the nation, and evoked
very different responses. Antislavery and
Christian men, with their appeals long
unnoticed and hopes long deferred, were
specially gratified. They regarded it as the
consummation they had so devoutly
wished, the something they had been
longing for, looking for, and laboring for
through the weary years of the irrepressible
conflict,--the ripe, rich fruitage of seed
sown in days of darkness and storm. But
they had never constituted more than an
inconsiderable fraction of the whole. At the
other extreme larger numbers received it
with deadly and outspoken opposition;
while between these extremes the great
body of even Union men doubted,
hesitated, and were at best only willing that
the slaves should be free. Its immediate
practical effect did perhaps more nearly
answer the apprehensions of the President
than the expectations of those most
clamorous for it. It did, as charged, very
much unite the South and divide the North.
The cry of the perversion of the war for the
Union into a war for the negro became the
Democratic watchword, and was sounded
everywhere with only too disastrous effect,
as was plainly revealed by the fall elections
with their large Democratic gains and
Republican losses. Indeed, it was the
opinion of Mr. Greeley, that, could there
have been a vote taken at that time on the
naked issue, a large majority would have
pronounced against emancipation. But Mr.
Lincoln did not falter. Notwithstanding
these discouraging votes at the North, and
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the refusal of any Southern State to...
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